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Dr. Somvong Tragoonrung
Executive Director

Director of BIOTEC

INFO CENTER

Somvong Tragoonrung obtained his Ph.D. in plant and soil science from Montana State Universtty. Before completing his doctoral degree, Somvong had experience working
in the research departments of the US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the Intemational Maize and Wheat Improvement Center (CIMMYT). He started his career
at BIOTEC in 1992 as a researcher in Plant Genetic Engineering Laboratory. In 1999, he was tasked to lead the establishment of DNA Technology Laboratory and became
its first director until the spin-off in 2009. Somvong has served as Director of Genome Technology Research Unit since 2008

As an expert in genomic research, Somvong was a key member of Thal research team participating in the Intemational Rice Genome Sequencing Project. His expertise in
genome technology allows him to lead the team to develop genetic testing of GM products, species identification and grain purity. He is also an expert in utilizing genome:
technology for crop improvement, with the current work cencentrating on eucalyptus, oil palm and sugar cane. He was the recipient of 2013 Technologist Award, a
orestigious award established bv the Foundation for the Promotion of Science and Technoloay.
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The Plant

Physiology and Biochemistry Program (PPB Program) aims to generate new

technologies by conducting multi-disciplinary research related to plant growth regulation. The
core research disciplines of the program include physiology, biochemistry, tissue and cell

culture and

molecular genetics.

The program’s current focus is on the selection of plants that are tolerant to drought and soil
salinity. At the same time, the program employs plant tissue culture techniques to produce
rapid multiplication of various economic crops. The PPB Program has been participating in the
transfer of tissue culture technology to the public, both to small-scale farmers and to small
and medium enterprises (SMEs) in the private sector that commercially propagate elite clones.
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MISSION & VISION

Vision

One of world class leaders in the research and development of plant physiology and
biochemistry in responses to salt stress that leads to innovations and technology transfers to
the target stakeholders.

Miszion

Research and development on the basic knowledge of osmotic potential control at the cellular
level for salt defense mechanism of aromatic rice, sugarcane and oil palm resulting in
innovated technology for increased productivity and developed novel products for high-valued
markets.

R&D strategic policies

1. To promote the professional research team of osmotic potential control at the cellular level
for salt defense mechanism leading to innovations and novel products

2. To build national and international networking for learning, exchanging, modifying,
pyramiding and investigating innovation technology, knowledge and process.

3. To implement the discovery, knowledge, and technology to users in the social and private
sectors as well as to cooperate with private sectors to build practical technologies and
appropriate products.
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Key success in PPBL
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Abstract

BACKGROUND

Physiological, Morphological Changes and Storage Root Yield of
Sweetpotato [Ipomoca batatas (L.) Lam.] under
PEG-Induced Water Stress

Suravoot YOOYONGWECH', Thapanece SAMPHUMPHUNG?,

>
[

Water-Deficit Tolerance in Sweet Potato s

. he
o Tapancse Vello wbued t pubvethylene
water defse At harvewt (4 muonthe sher planeing) the number of worags roues pet plant sl sor g

ban hea s amd bl

9/9/2017



9/9/2017

PPBL member

| S

Nationel Centen For Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology

jﬁ
SsI0TEC

2 member of NSTDA B
National Center for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology

1 MAIN MENU You are here: Home » Collaboration

% ABOUT US COLL )RATION
> MISSION & VISION COLLABORATION WITH LOCAL AND INTERNATIONAL SCIENTISTS

> RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT

Faculty of Science, Mahidol University, Bangkok, Thailand
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Faculty of Science, Sinraprakron University, Nakronpathom, Thailand
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